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iMovie is the video editing application included in iLife Õ05.  iMovie allows you to import video from a camcorder or your iSight so 
that you can create engaging video projects that incorporate animated titles, still photos, transitions, and a number of other effects.  
iMovie also allows you to add a music soundtrack (using your iTunes collection) to your project, or even your own narration.  With 
iLife Õ05, iMovie now includes support for high definition, wide screen video.   The new Magic iMovie feature lets iMovie do all 
the work for you and create a complete movie with all the elements listed above, or you can be the director and control the action.  
ItÕs your choice!!  

 
Importing Video
1.  Connect your camcorder to your 

computer using a Firewire cable 
and make sure it is turned on and in 
the correct mode for transferring 
video (this will depend on your 
model but is usually VCR). 

2. Open iMovie by clicking on its icon 
in the Dock.  A screen will open up 
giving you the option of either 
creating a Magic iMovie (a wizard 
that creates a complete movie for 
you) or beginning a New Project.  
Select New Project to get started. 

3. In the Create Project dialog box, 
provide a name for your project and 
select a video format.   The 
recommended location for your 
project is the Movies folder, and the 
format is DV. 

4. Set iMovie to 
import mode by 
clicking on the 
camera icon 
below the 
Viewer.  You can 
play, rewind, and 
fast forward the 
contents of the tape using the 
controls below the Viewer.  Once 
you find what you need on the tape, 
click on the Import button (or File, 
Import) and iMovie will begin to 
create clips in the clips pane based 
on each time you started and 
stopped recording with your 
camera. 
 

 
Adding Clips 
To begin working with your clips, first 
switch to Edit mode (the Scissors icon).  
Adding clips to a video project is as 

easy as dragging them from the 
clips pane (on the right hand side of 
the Viewer) to  the timeline.   

 
It is easier to add 
clips to a project 
when the timeline is 
in Clip View (click 
on the Film Strip button instead of 
the Clock).  You will see a green 
plus sign appear when it is ok for 
you to drop the clip onto the 
timeline. 
 
You can change the order of clips 
by clicking and dragging them to a 
new spot on the timeline.  You can 
view a single clip in the Viewer by 
clicking on (it will be displayed in 
blue in the timeline).  You can then 
use the controls below the Viewer 
to navigate through the clip. 

 
You can change the length of a clip 
by moving the pointer to the 
beginning or end of a clip until 
arrows are displayed.  You can then 
drag to change the duration of the 
clip. 

 
Adding Photos and Music 
To add photos to an iMovie: 
1. Switch to the Photos 

pane. 
2. Select the location 

where you want your Photos to 
come from by using the pulldown 
menu. 

3. Drag the images you need to the 
appropriate location in the timeline. 
You can select an individual photo 
in the timeline and choose whether 

or not to use the ÒKen BurnsÓ 
effect by using the check box at the 
top of the window. 
 

Adding music to a project works in a 
similar way: 
1. Switch to the Audio pane 

by clicking on the third 
button below the Clip 
Shelf. 

2. Select the location where you want 
your audio to be imported from.  By 
default, the iTunes library is 
selected. 

3. Before adding your audio clips, 
switch the timeline view to Linear 
view (the clock icon).  You can then 
drag an audio clip to either the 
second or third timeline to add it to 
your project.  If you are 
adding narration, place the 
playhead where you want to 
start your narration and then click on 
the red record button. 

4. You can change when the sound clip 
will play by selecting it (it will turn 
blue when you click on it) and 
dragging it to a new location on the 
timeline.  You can also trim the 
audio clip by positioning your 
pointer at the beginning or end of a 
clip until an arrow appears.  If  you 
click and drag while the arrow 
pointer is visible, you can change 
the length of the audio clip. 

 
Transitions and Video Effects 
Transitions allow you to ease the 
viewer from one clip to the next. 
They can add variety and visual 
interest to your project by allowing 
you to break up long segments. 
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To add a transition: 
1. Switch to the 

Transitions pane. 
2. Select a 

transition by 
clicking on it in the transitions 
pane.  Each transition has a 
number of options you can 
set. 

3. You can see how the 
transition works by selecting a 
clip and then clicking on any 
of the listed transitions to get 
a preview in the small 
window at the top.   

4. Once you are happy with the 
transition youÕve selected, 
drag it from the shelf to an 
area between two video clips.   
 

Video effects allow you to 
change the appearance of the 
footage itself.  iMovie ships with 
a number of effects, including 
some that allow you to recreate 
the look of aged film or give a 
sepia tone to your clips.  You can 
view all the available effects by 
clicking on the Effects tab. 
 
Unlike the other tabs, 
the Effects tab does 
not require you to 
drag and drop an effect to the 
timeline.  You simply select a 
clip you want to apply the effect 
to, then set the options at the top 
of the window, and click on the 
Apply button. 
 
Titles 
Titles allow you to 
add additional 
information to your 
clips.  Titles can be either single 
or multiple, and can be accessed 
by clicking on the Titles pane.    
Single titles allow you to add 
only one line of text, while 
multiple titles allow you to add 
several lines of text. 
Once you select a title style in the 
titles pane, you can set a number 
of options before you add it to the 
timeline.  One of the options 
(Over Black) allows you to 

present your title on a solid 
background, which is useful for 
introduction titles or credits. 
 
Sharing Your Movie 
Sharing a movie can be done by 
going to File, Share.  You can 
then select from a number of 
compression settings by selecting 
one of the tabs at the top of the 
dialog box.  Once you have set 
the options for the format you 
have selected, you can export 
your movie in the appropriate 
format by clicking on the Share 
button. 
 
You can stop by the Laptop 
Lounge in EDU 252 for further 
assistance with iMovie. 
 
Useful Keyboard Shortcuts 
¥  Command + T (split a clip) 
¥  Arrow Keys (move the play 

head one frame at a time in the 
    Viewer) 
¥  Shift + Arrow Keys (move the 
    play head 10 frames in the 
   Viewer) 
¥  Space Bar (play/pause a 
   clip or movie) 
 
 

 
 


