Audio Elaboration Text

Teacher Instruction-Building Meaningful Student Connections-Patterning (Concrete Level)

Clip #1—“Teacher ‘LINKS’ To Student Prior Knowledge”

In this clip, you will see the teacher help her students link to information about patterns that they have previously learned.  She uses two different types of patterns to do this: 1.)  unifix cubes of different colors joined together; 2.) pattern circles of different sizes.


You will see two segments in this clip.  A short black screen will appear between the segments.  In the first segment, the teacher demonstrates the unifix cube pattern and the circle pattern, and asks students to identify the patterns.   In the second segment, students spontaneously begin to point out patterns in the classroom.


There are several teacher behaviors that make this teaching technique effective for students who have learning problems.

1.) To capture student attention, the teacher uses a visual and kinesthetic cue for listening.  Such cueing helps students who have attention problems focus on the teacher.  She also has students put their hands in their laps as a kinesthetic/tactile cue for appropriate sitting behavior.

2.) As the teacher demonstrates each pattern, she identifies the objects (pointing to them and saying their name, as well as identifying the characteristic that differentiates objects in the patterns), and explicitly cues students to say the pattern .  Although students who have visual and auditory processing deficits may really “know” the pattern, their processing problems may prevent them from “hearing” or “seeing” the pattern accurately.  By cueing these students, the teacher increases the possibility that they will process what they see and hear accurately.

3.) When choosing patterns for demonstration, the teacher choses two patterns students have experienced before.  This is critical  since the point of this strategy is to activate knowledge students have from previous experiences.

4.) The teacher makes a special effort to engage her students by asking them to share what they see in each pattern and by encouraging them to point out patterns they see in the classroom.

5.) She does an excellent job of using positive reinforcement through positive verbal affirmations to student comments like, “Yes!”  “Very good Michael!”

