Audio Elaboration Text-Tong 1

Teacher Instruction-Explicit Teacher Modeling at the Abstract Level of Understanding

Clip #1-Teacher Reads And Introduces Story Problem 


In this clip, you will see the teacher introducing and reading a story problem.  The story problem is written on chart paper and is in plain view of the students.  Also, each student has a copy of the story problem at his/her desk.


You will see two segments.  A short black screen will appear between the segments. In the first segment, the teacher reads the story problem aloud.  In the second segment, the teacher and the students re-read the story problem together.


There are several characteristics that make the elements you will see in this clip effective for students who have learning problems.

1. By reading the story problem aloud, the teacher cues the student that the story problem is, in fact important to the addition equation they will solve.  This connection is not always apparent to students with learning problems.

2. The teacher also provides her students with a model of effective reading, placing emphasis on important words and phrases.  Due to reading difficulties, some students are not able to recognize key words and phrases that help them problem-solve.

3. Students who have reading problems benefit both from hearing the teacher read aloud first and then by reading with their classmates.  Reading with others provides these students the opportunity to read more fluently, an essential reading skill for gaining meaning from text.  Providing such reading support during initial instruction is essential if the student who cannot read well is to understand the context that creates the meaningful problem-solving situation.

4. You should also notice that the teacher cues students to important information in the story problem through color-coding.  This technique helps students focus on important information.

5. And last, you’ll notice that the teacher has provided a sheet with the story problem written on it.  Some students with reading processing difficulties, particularly visual processing difficulties, often have trouble reading from a distance.  Typically this occurs when things are written on the chalk-board or on chart paper.

