Audio Elaboration Text-Tong 1

Explicit Teacher Modeling at the Abstract Level of Understanding

Clip #3-Teacher Models Finding Important Information and Relates Equation to the Story Problem 


In this clip, you will see the teacher modeling how to find the important information in the story problem as well as relating the corresponding addition equation to the story problem. 


You will see three segments.  A short black screen will appear between each segment. In the first segment, the teacher models how to find the number phrases in the story problem and prompts students with questions as she does this.  In the second segment, the teacher explicitly relates the color coded phrases in the story problem to the color coded numbers in the addition equation.  In the third segment, the teacher explicitly relates the “plus” sign to adding marbles together, which is the context provided in the story problem.


By doing these things the teacher helps students with learning problems in several ways:

1. She explicitly connects the question to be solved to “important” information in the story problem.  Notice how she verbally cues her students by saying, “We need to find the important information in the story problem in order to answer the question.”  She also emphasizes the importance of going to the story problem to find this important information.  By using “think alouds” such as these, the teacher models not only through physical action but also by allowing students to hear what she is thinking as she solves the problem.

2. She also provides prompts through direct questions.  By asking well placed questions, the teacher helps maintain student engagement in the learning process.  

3. By color coding and circling the number phrases that correspond to the numerals in the addition equation, the teacher continues to directly assist students in making a connection between the story problem and the addition equation used to solve it.

4. Circling the “plus” sign, and “thinking aloud” its meaning, helps the students relate that the addition process used to solve the equation answers the question stated in the story problem.  She also prompts students to think whether addition will answer the question in the story problem.  This cues students that problem-solving involves thinking, not just computing.

5. She directly points to where the answer should go, again very clearly modeling where the solution to the equation should be written.

