Audio Elaboration Text-Tong 1

Explicit Teacher Modeling at the Abstract Level of Understanding

Clip #4-Teacher Models the Addition Process  


In this clip, you will see the teacher modeling the addition process by solving the addition equation and story problem.


You will see two segments.  A short black screen will appear between the segments. In the first segment, the teacher connects the abstract process to their prior use of concrete objects and pictures to solve addition problems.  In the second segment, the teacher models “counting on” to solve the addition problem without concrete objects or pictures. 


By doing these things the teacher helps students who have learning problems in several ways:

1. She explicitly assists students to access their prior knowledge of addition with concrete objects and using touch points.  Sometimes students who have learning problems do not actively make these associations.  They are passive learners.  Cueing students in this way can be of great help to them because it cues them to connect what they are presently learning to what they have previously learned.

2. The teacher explicitly states that she is going to use addition before she begins solving the addition equation.  Although as teachers we may assume students “know” what process we are using, but sometimes students with attention problems or memory problems need this cueing to connect the name of the process to what they are seeing you do.

3. The teacher breaks the addition process into small learnable steps.  Due to potential memory problems, processing differences, or attention difficulties, students can benefit from learning in smaller “chunks.”

4. As she models each step, the teacher prefaces what she is going to do and then does it.  Using “think alouds” such as this, cues students to the thinking process.  This is particularly noticeable in this clip when she “thinks aloud” and points to the addition sign.

5. After she models “counting on,” the teacher prompts students thinking by asking them what the solution “five” represents.  This helps students relate that the solution to the addition equation is also the solution to the story problem.

