Audio Elaboration Text

Teacher Instruction-Explicit Teacher Modeling-Addition (Concrete Level)

Clip#1 – Teacher Introduces Story Problem/Teacher and Students Read

In this clip you will see the teacher introduce a story problem as she first reads the story problem aloud alone and then the students read it with her the second time.  There are two segments in this clip.  A short black screen will appear between the segments.  


There are several teacher behaviors I’d like you to watch for as you view this clip.

1. The teacher sets the stage for learning by introducing a problem-solving situation (i.e. story problem) first.  She then relates it to a number equation later on.  This is important for students who have learning problems because they often do not make this crucial connection due to their passive learning style (e.g. metacognitive deficits, attention problems, etc.).

2. The teacher provides purpose for the activity.  She explicitly tells students there is a problem to be solved and that they are going to solve this problem.  This technique provides students with structure and helps them to focus on the learning objective.  Explicitly teaching students the purpose of any learning activity is very important for students who have learning problems.  Due to various learning characteristics (e.g. attention problems, memory deficits, metacognitive deficits), their passive learning style often prevents them from “seeing” the purpose of a learning activity.

3. The teacher directly tells students the process they will follow.  She will read the story problem first, and then she and the students will read it together.  Again, this provides structure for the learning activity.  Specifically, it lets students know where they will start and then where they are going.

4. The teacher does two interesting things.  She points to the words as she reads and she also prompts students’ thinking by asking questions about the story problem context.  These techniques help students who have reading problems understand better what is being read.

5. You’ll notice that the teacher tells her students that after they read the story problem, they are going to solve the problem.  This is important because it provides students structure, and it lets the students know what they will do next.  Providing students who have learning problems such explicit “links” between learning/instructional steps assists them to understand how each successive step in the problem-solving process relates to the preceding step.

6. As you watch, contemplate why the teacher is reading the story problem first and then having the students read it with her second.  For those students who have reading difficulties, this procedure students provides additional time to process the words.  The teacher, as reader, provides students an accurate reading model.  Group reading helps students who have reading problems to read more fluently.  When students read fluently, the meaning of what they read is enhanced.  Students who have reading problems often never get to feel what it is like to read fluently.  This technique provides them this opportunity.  Understanding the story problem is critical if students are to meaningfully understand the addition problem-solving process.

