Audio Elaboration Text

Teacher Instruction-Explicit Teacher Modeling-Addition (Concrete Level)

Clip#2 – Teacher Relates Addition Equation to Story Problem/Identifies Important Information

In this clip you will see the teacher directly relate the addition equation to the story problem.  The teacher also identifies the important information in the story problem that is needed to solve it.  There is one segment in this clip.


There are several teacher behaviors I’d like you to watch for as you view this clip.

1. The teacher explicitly shows her students that the numbers in the equation come directly from the story problem.  By explicitly connecting the important information in the story problem to the numbers and symbols in the equation, she assists her students to meaningfully connect the addition equation to the story problem context.  Such connection building is not something many students who have learning problems do automatically.

2. As the teacher relates the number equation to the story problem, notice that she has color-coded the numbers in the equation to the number phrases in the story problem.  This technique is helpful for students who have visual processing deficits as well as for student who need cueing to focus on critical information.  Please note that for students who have color blindness (do not discern colors accurately), this particular strategy may not be beneficial and may indeed be a barrier for them.  This is one example of the importance of knowing the individual learning characteristics of your students and how specific instructional strategies impact them.

3. The teacher explicitly circles the number phrases in the story problem that are also in the number equation.  Again, making this explicit connection between the number equation and the story problem is critical for students who have learning problems.

4. The teacher, at the end, explicitly tells her students that now that they have a number equation, “we have to solve it.”  Again, she provides students with the purpose of the present step in the problem-solving process and links it to the next step.

