Audio Elaboration Text

Teacher Instruction-Explicit Teacher Modeling - Division (Representational Level)

Clip #1 – Teacher Introduces Context for Problem-Solving 

In this clip, you will see the teacher reading a “Big Book” that provides a meaningful context for division problem-solving. 

You will see three segments.  A short black screen will appear between the segments . In the first segment, the teacher introduces the big book and begins reading the story aloud.  In the second segment, the students participate in the reading by responding to teacher prompts.  In the third segment, the teacher and students finish the big book and the teacher states that they will develop a story problem from the story they just read.


There are several characteristics that make the elements you will see in this clip effective for students who have learning problems.

1. By introducing the story problem via the big book, the teacher provides students a meaningful context in which to problem-solve.  Providing meaningful contexts for problem-solving positively impacts students who have learning problems because “meaning” helps students understand the conceptual process at a deeper level and it aides in memory.  Additionally, students who have learning problems often do not “see” the relevance of problem-solving to their lives and they do not associate problem-solving to meaningful contexts.

2. The “Big Book” and its pictures are clearly visible to the students.  Pictures provide students who have reading and auditory processing problems an effective way to gain meaning from the text.

3. Students participate in reading parts of the story, which stimulates their involvement and enthusiasm.  Providing opportunities for students to be engaged in the learning process is essential for students who have learning problems because they are typically passive in their learning style.  

4. The teacher continually prompts her students to actively think about what they are reading/hearing with timely questions.  Again, this technique helps engage students who might otherwise not be engaged in the learning process.

5. The teacher explicitly states that the story problem they will solve comes directly from the story they just read.  Students who have learning problems benefit from this explicit association because such connections are not typically made by them because of the learning characteristics they may have (i.e. attention problems, processing deficits, metacognitive deficits, etc.).

6. The teacher reads with enthusiasm!  Enthusiasm is contagious!  Students who are passive in their learning style respond well when teachers show enthusiasm for what they are teaching, often becoming more engaged in the learning process.

