Audio Elaboration Text

Teacher Instruction-Explicit Teacher Modeling - Division (Representational Level)

Clip #3 – Teacher Cues Students to Important Information in Story Problem

In this clip, you will see the teacher cue her students to important information in the story problem. You will see three segments.  A short black screen will appear between the segments.  Each segment depicts the teacher emphasizing different pieces of important information in the story problem that will help the class solve the story problem (i.e. identifying the question).


There are several characteristics that make the elements you will see in this clip effective for students who have learning problems. 

1. The teacher does a nice job of “thinking aloud,” saying aloud what she is thinking as she examines the story problem.   By providing students the opportunity to “hear” what she is thinking, the teacher gives her students a concrete model of the thinking process.  

2. The teacher underlines the question, modeling how to find what they are solving for.  The underline also cues students that the question at the end of this story problem is important.

3. The teacher circles the names “Victoria” and “Sam,”  cueing students that the fact that there are two children is important information to use in solving the story problem.

4. The teacher cirlces “12 cookies,” emphasizing to the students that knowing the total amount of cookies the children have all together is important for solving the story problem.

5. By cueing her students to these pieces of important information, she is setting the stage to provide meaning to the terms we use to identify these pieces of information in a division equation (i.e. dividend, divisor, & quotient).

