Audio Elaboration Text-Crouch 2

Student Practice-Planned Discovery Activity (Concrete Level) 

Clip #1-Students Explore Manipulatives with Teacher Support

In this clip, you will see the students exploring the manipulatives that they will use in the planned discovery activity.  You also will see the teacher providing support by circulating the room, prompting student thinking with questions, and providing specific feedback.  You will see four segments in this clip.  A short black screen will appear between segments.  In the first segment, you will see the teacher providing students the opportunity to explore various containers they will use in the activity.  In segments two and three, you will see the teacher prompting student thinking and clarifying student observations.  In the last segment,  you will see the teacher emphasizing to the class an important observation one group of students have made about the containers.

Look for the following characteristics that make this strategy helpful for students who have learning problems:

1. Cooperative groups are well organized and materials are ready.

2. The teacher cues students to look at the markings on the containers, an important characteristic of the objects they are exploring.  Providing such cues is helpful especially for students who have attention problems or cognitive processing difficulties.

3. After students have had the opportunity to explore their containers, the teacher takes the opportunity to  elicit student observations.  This is an important technique for students who have learning problems such as attention difficulties, processing problems, and memory problems because they may not have fully processed or noticed the characteristics other students have. 

4. The teacher also clarifies misconceptions students have and emphasizes observations that may have importance for the activity.

5. The teacher explicitly points to markings on the containers, comparing those markings to where metric measurement markings would be.  This is particularly important for the students in this multicultural class because many are from countries where the metric system is used.  Doing this simple thing link the skills they are to use in this activity to prior knowledge many of them have. 

