Audio Elaboration Text

Student Practice-Planned Discovery Activity (Crouch 2)

Clip #4-Teacher Monitors/Provides Support

In this clip, you will see the teacher monitoring groups as they work.  Teacher monitoring  is a crucial component of this student practice strategy.  Students with learning problems often need cueing, specific feedback, additional modeling, and positive reinforcement when completing learning activities.  There are four segments in this clip.  A short black screen will appear between each segment.  In the first three segments, you will see the teacher circulating the classroom, monitoring groups, and providing specific feedback.  The last segment shows a close-up of a student completing the structured discovery sheet.

Look for the following teacher behaviors that can greatly assist students who have learning problems: 

1. The teacher prompts student thinking verbally through asking specific questions.  Notice how her questions guide student thinking toward the objective.  She complements this auditory cueing with visual cueing by pointing to important characteristics of the containers and other learning materials.

2. She takes the opportunity to demonstrate and model when students need more explicit help.

3.  The teacher provides specific feedback .  For example, in segment three, the teacher directly describes and then shows how to pour the water from pint containers into the quart containers.

4. The teacher does a wonderful job of providing positive reinforcement.  She does it with meaning and enthusiasm.  Note how she complements one young girl by saying “You’re such a clever girl!”  This is a very effective way to encourage students, particularly those who experience learning difficulties.

