Audio Elaboration Text

Student Practice-Structured Language Experiences-Patterning (Concrete Level)

Summary

You’ve seen an excellent example of one teacher’s implementation of Structured Language Experiences.  This example highlights many of the critical elements that can make this instructional strategy helpful for  students who have learning problems. This student practice strategy provided students who have learning problems multiple opportunities to describe patterns they made.  By using their own language to describe patterns, students deepen their actual understanding of patterns.  Incorporating a high level of structure for this student practice activity is the key for students who have learning problems.  In this video clip you saw many characteristics that provided this structure.  First and foremost, this is a student practice activity.  It was implemented after initial teacher instruction of the skill had occurred.  The teacher did a number of other effective things.  She supported her students to build meaningful connections by identifying the learning objective and relating it to their prior knowledge.  She provided explicit directions for the structured language experience activity.  While students practiced using language to describe their math understanding, she cued students as needed, she monitored both academic and social behavior, she provided specific feedback, she ensured both partners participated when she met with each student pair, and she provided ample amounts of positive reinforcement.  When these characteristics are incorporated into Structured Language Experiences, students who have learning problems are provided a form of practice that leads to math learning success.  

