Structured Cooperative Learning Groups 

Clip #5   Teacher Provides Closure


In clip #5, you will see the teacher providing closure to the structured cooperative learning group activity.  She provides closure by modeling how to solve a division story problem developed by one of the groups.  There are four segments in this clip.  A short black screen will appear between each segment.  In segment one, the teacher reads the story problem.  In segment two, the teacher prompts students to identify what they will be solving for.  Segment 3 shows the teacher modeling how to solve the problem with student participation.  The last segments shows the teacher modeling how to “check” their selection.


Concluding the structured cooperative learning group activity by modeling the correct process for solving the problems practiced, ensures that students have a chance to explicitly connect the cooperative group activity to the pertinent learning objective.  Modeling the problem solving process at the end also reinforces what the student has learned during the activity.


Specific things to watch for in this clip include:

1) The teacher prompts student thinking with questions that specifically identify key 

Elements stressed in both instruction and teacher feedback during group work.

2) The teacher explicitly re-models the problem solving process.

3) The teacher encourages student participation by calling on a wide range of students, not only the high achieving students.

4) She provides much positive verbal reinforcement

5) The teacher exudes enthusiasm for the learning process.  The best gift any teacher can give her students.

