Structured Cooperative Learning Groups

Summary

You’ve seen an excellent example of one teacher’s use of structured cooperative learning groups.  This example highlights many of the critical elements that can make the strategy helpful for  students with learning problems.  Incorporating a high level of structure for this student practice activity is the key for students with learning problems.  In this video clip you saw many characteristics that provide this structure.  First and foremost, this is a student practice activity.  It was implemented after initial teacher instruction of the skill had occurred.  Other characteristics include:  explicit directions, teacher guidance and support, cueing, teacher monitoring of academic and social behavior, specific teacher feedback, a good match between instructional objective and cooperative learning group activity, a learning sheet that guides students through the activity, the provision that all students actively participate, and good old teacher enthusiasm.  When the characteristics are incorporated into structured cooperative learning groups, students with learning problems are provided one form of practice that leads to math learning success.  Please refer to the corresponding text on structured cooperative learning groups for further information on how this student practice strategy benefits students with learning problems.

