Audio Elaboration Text

Self-correcting Materials-Abstract-Addition

Clip#4-Students Practice and Teacher Monitors


In this clip, you will see students practice using the self-correcting materials and the teacher monitors her students’ work.  There are six segments to this clip.  A short black screen appears between segments.  The first three segments show the teacher providing corrective feedback and positive reinforcement to individual students.  In the last three segments, individual students are shown using their self-correcting materials.    


Watch for several teacher behaviors that are helpful to students who have learning problems.

1. The teacher circulates the room as her students practice.  Besides providing the teacher opportunities to help students, the act of circulating the room serves as a preventative behavior management strategy.  Teacher proximity to students is highly correlated to positive student behavior.

2. The teacher provides positive reinforcement as she circulates the room.  Students for whom math is difficult, are more likely to stay engaged in the activity when they are commended for their effort not only their accuracy.

3. As students work, the teacher answers individual student questions, provides specific corrective feedback, and re-models the addition process as individual students need.  During independent practice, students who have learning problems often need such teacher support as they begin transferring what they initially understand through teacher instruction to independent use.  The various learning characteristics of students who have learning problems that you have read about in this program often create difficulty for students at the independent practice level.  For example, memory retrieval difficulties may make it difficult for students to recall a particular problem-solving step.  With appropriate prompting and corrective feedback, students can still have success.  As students have multiple opportunities to practice, many of these barriers can be overcome.  However, if they continue to practice mistakes, multiple practice opportunities are not helpful!

4. At one point, you will notice the teacher has provided some helpful cues at each student desk.  There are “left hand” and “right hand” cues (an orange hand with the letter “L” on it for left and a green hand with the letter “R” on it for right).  There are also two number lines on each desk as well.  One is a traditional number line and the other is a “touch-point” number line.  The touch point line provides students representational cues (dots on each number) for numbers.  Providing cues like this assists students to practice independently because they can easily use the particular cue they need.

5. The teacher has her students record their answers on a sheet of notebook paper so that she can evaluate their performance after the practice activity is completed.  Being able to evaluate student performance during practice activities is very important because it allows you to determine whether students are benefitting both from your instruction and from the practice activity.
