Audio Elaboration Text

Student Practice-Self-correcting Materials-Addition (Abstract)
Introduction


In the following four video clips, you will see a first grade teacher implementing Self-correcting Materials with her students.  Self-correcting Materials is an effective way to provide your students practice with a math skill for which they have previously received teacher instruction.  Students should also have the ability to initially perform the skill independently.  It is important to remember that students who have learning problems often need many opportunities to practice a skill before they master it.  Self-correcting Materials is one type of student practice strategy that provides such practice.  A unique feature of self-correcting materials is that they can provide independent practice while also providing direct feedback to students who are working toward mastery of a math skill.  All self-correcting materials have both learning task prompts (e.g. math problems) and an answer key that students can use to check answers themselves.   This particular form of practice is especially helpful to teachers when they are unable to provide such direct “at-the-moment” feedback to students.   It is important that students are practicing math skills at the level of understanding for which they are demonstrating at least initial independence.  For example, having students practice using self-correcting materials at an abstract level when they are really at a concrete or representational level of understanding is not only ineffective learning-wise, it also can prove detrimental to a student’s desire to “do math.”

The teacher in these clips has previously taught her students how to add basic addition problems at the abstract level and her students have demonstrated an initial ability to solve such problems independently. Each clip you will view demonstrates an important aspect of implementing Self-correcting materials.  Before each clip, I will highlight what you will see and some important teacher behaviors that make this student practice strategy beneficial for students who have math learning problems.   Clip One shows the teacher modeling the skill to be practiced.  Clip Two depicts the teacher modeling how to use the self-correcting material.  Clip Three shows the teacher providing directions.  In Clip Four, the students practice addition using the self-correcting material while the teacher monitors their work.  As you view these clips, keep in mind that the primary purpose of implementing Self-correcting Materials is to provide students a well-structured practice activity where they receive feedback on their performance by checking their own responses.   

