Audio Elaboration Text
Self-correcting Materials-Addition (Abstract Level)
Summary


The teacher in these clips has modeled one effective use of Self-correcting Materials to provide her students multiple opportunities to practice basic addition at the abstract level of understanding.  This is a student practice strategy and should be implemented only after students have received prior teacher instruction of the math skill and have demonstrated initial ability to perform the math skill independently.  The purpose for implementing Self-correcting Materials is to provide students many opportunities to respond to a specific math learning task in a manner that provides them immediate feedback about each response.   Several very important components are modeled for using self-correcting materials effectively as practice opportunities for students who have learning problems.  Additionally, the teacher exhibits several effective teaching behaviors that are helpful for students who have learning problems.  First, the teacher models the math skill to be practiced before her students practice using the self-correcting material.  Second, she models how to use the particular self-correcting material her students will use.  Throughout this modeling component, the teacher implements a number of very effective explicit teaching techniques.  She uses multi-sensory cueing, she prompts student thinking, she provides explicit directions, and she responds appropriately to student comments.  Third, the teacher monitors students as they practice, answering individual student questions, providing specific feedback, re-modeling the skill as appropriate, and providing positive reinforcement.  The teacher has also provided herself a way to evaluate each student’s performance after the practice activity is completed.  The self-correcting material itself included both ample numbers of practice opportunities as well as an efficient way for students to check the accuracy of their responses.  One characteristic of self-correcting materials that can provide students additional immediate feedback is to include an example of how to solve the type of problem they are practicing.  Such cueing can help students remind themselves of important problem solving steps they may not recall.  When these elements are incorporated into the use of self-correcting materials, students who have learning problems are provided an effective way to practice a math skill.

