Audio Elaboration Text

Teacher Instruction-Teaching Metacognitive Strategies-Order of Operations (Abstract Level)

Summary


The video clips you have seen provide an excellent model of the critical components of Teaching Metacognitive Strategies.  The teacher also demonstrates a variety of effective teacher behaviors that facilitate the students’ learning of the ORDER Strategy.  The primary characteristic of metacognitive strategies is that strategies provide students a memorable cue for accurately performing problem-solving procedures.  Other characteristics that makes Teaching Metacognitive Strategies an effective instructional approach for students who have learning problems is that, by teaching a strategy, the teacher provides students a clear description of the strategy, a clear rationale for its purpose, and an explicit model of the accurate use of the strategy.  Students who have learning problems will not benefit from simply being given strategies without being explicitly taught how to use the strategy.  The various learning characteristics of these students make “self-learning” a very difficult process for them as well as a very inefficient and ineffective instructional method.  You might find it helpful to review Explicit Teacher Modeling to examine those teaching techniques that make modeling such an effective instructional approach for students who have learning problems.  It’s also important to remember that combining the components you have seen in these clips with scaffolding (see Scaffolding Instruction), makes Teaching Metacognitive Strategies a very powerful math instructional strategy for students who have learning problems.

