Audio Elaboration Text

Teaching Math Concepts/Skills Within Authentic Contexts-Statistics

Clip #7—Students Practice/Teacher Monitors

In this clip, you will see the students plotting their bar graphs while the teacher circulates the room and monitors their work.  There are four segments in this clip.  A short black screen will appear between the segments.  Each segment, including segments one and two, shows different students working.  In particular, segments three and four depict the teacher providing explicit corrective feedback and telling a student that it is “ok” to make a mistake.

There are several teacher behaviors that make this teaching technique effective for students who have learning problems.

1. The teacher circulates the class, monitoring student work.  Not only does monitoring student work help the teacher informally evaluate how her students are performing, it also assists in the management of behavior by proximity control.  Research demonstrates that teacher proximity has a positive affect on potential misbehavior.

2. The teacher answers student questions in a positive and non-threatening way.  She also provides specific corrective feedback by re-modeling how to perform certain skills and then asking her students to perform them independently.  She also prompts her students’ thinking with well-placed questions as she does these things.  

3. When a student makes a mistake, she quickly explains to him that it is “ok” to make mistakes and that it can be easily corrected by white out.  Students who have learning problems often do not attempt learning tasks because they are afraid they will make mistakes.  This is particularly true for students who have writing problems where skills involving drawing and writing numbers can be very difficult for them.  Re-assuring them that mistakes are a natural part of learning and that correcting mistakes is how we all learn can be of great benefit.  This does not mean that teachers should not expect students to perform accurately.  On the contrary, we can have high expectations for our students who have learning problems while still understanding that certain tasks may be more difficult for them given their particular learning characteristics.  Providing additional modeling of the skill and then providing them opportunities to correct their errors in a positive and reinforcing way will lead to learning.

4. The teacher uses ample amounts of positive verbal reinforcement.

