Audio Elaboration Text

Teacher Instruction-Building Meaningful Student Connections-Patterns (Concrete Level)

Introduction

In the following four video clips, you will see a kindergarten teacher assisting her students to build meaningful connections between  their prior knowledge about patterns and making and verbally describing “bigger” patterns (the math skill they will be working on that day).  These students already have been exposed to the concept of “patterns” as well as the difference between a pattern and a design.  The teacher’s purpose for building meaningful student connections is to encourage them to activate important prior knowledge they have about patterns.   The students can then use that knowledge to facilitate their understanding of the present math objective.   This teacher instruction strategy is implemented prior to the teacher describing and modeling the new math skill.  There are three primary characteristics that make this teacher’s implementation of Building Meaningful Student Connections helpful for students who have learning problems.  First, the teacher explicitly LINKS what students already know about patterns to what they will learn.  Second, she clearly states what it is they will be doing and learning in the day’s lesson.  Third, the teacher PROVIDES her students meaning, or a rationale, for learning the skill.  By doing these three things, the teacher stimulates active learning in her students.  She helps them to actively connect to information that will assist them to learn the new math concept/skill.

