Audio Elaboration Text

Teacher Instruction-Building Meaningful Student Connections-Patterns (Concrete Level)

Summary

You have seen a teacher implementing Building Meaningful Student Connections in a highly age/interest appropriate manner for her kindergarten students.  She has included the three essential components for assisting her students who have math learning problems to build meaningful connections to the concept/skill they are about to learn.  First, she LINKS what students already know about patterns to the learning objective by demonstrating familiar patterns.  Second, she IDENTIFIES what it is her students will be doing/learning that day.  Third, the teacher PROVIDES her students meaning for learning the concept/skill.  Providing an advance organizer such as this one “sets the stage” for learning by her students because it activates student thinking in a way that is planful and focused.  An easy way to remember these three essential elements for building  meaningful student connections is the mnemonic LIP. The “L” stands for ‘Link’ to student prior knowledge,  the “I” stands for ‘Identify’ the learning objective, and the “P” stands for ‘Provide” meaning/rationale for learning the concept/skill.  This teacher also has used several excellent explicit teaching techniques (multi-sensory cueing, inviting student participation, positive reinforcement, etc.), that engage her students in this learning activity.

It is important to remember that Building Meaningful Student Connections is a vital component of any instructional lesson and should always precede the description and modeling of a concept or skill because it creates a meaningful context within which students can learn the present learning objective.  Using this teacher instruction strategy in combination with two other teacher instruction strategies highlighted in this program,  Explicit Teacher Modeling and Scaffolding Instruction, can provide a very powerful instructional foundation for teaching any math skill to students who have math learning problems.

To see another excellent example of the teacher instruction strategy, Building Meaningful Student Connections, view clips #1, 2, and 3 for the teacher instruction strategy, Teaching Metacognitive Strategies.  This fourth grade teacher effectively combines Building Meaningful Student Connections with explicit teacher modeling to teach a metacognitive strategy for order of operations.

