Audio Elaboration Text

Teacher Instruction-Explicit Teacher Modeling - Division (Representational Level)

Clip #4 – Teacher Explicitly Relates Division Equation to Story Problem


In this clip, you will see the teacher explicitly relate the division equation to the story problem. 

You will see two segments in this clip.  A short black screen will appear between the segments.  In the first segment, the teacher shows her students the division equation and prompts student thinking regarding where do the numbers in the division equation come from.  In the second segment, the teacher continues to prompt student thinking and provides a cue for identifying the division sign.


There are several characteristics that make the elements you will see in this clip effective for students who have learning problems.

1. The teacher clearly displays the story problem and the corresponding division equation.  Notice that the writing is large and plenty of space is provided between lines of the story problem.

2. The teacher explicitly states that the division equation comes from the story problem.  By doing this, the teacher helps her students to associate the abstract division equation to a meaningful problem-solving situation.

3. The teacher does a nice job of “thinking aloud” where each number in the equation comes from in the story problem and what math operation is needed.  By “thinking aloud,” the teacher models to her students the thinking process for solving the division equation.

4. The teacher provides a memorable verbal cue to help her students identify the division sign.  She cues her students that the division sign looks like a “sideways face.”  Providing auditory cues as well as visual cues is important because some students may benefit from auditory cueing more than visual cueing, due to auditory processing strengths. 

