Audio Elaboration Text-Crouch 2

Student Practice-Planned Discovery Activity (Concrete Level) 

Introduction

In the following five video clips, you will see a fifth grade teacher implementing a planned discovery activity designed to provide her students with practice comparing gallons, quarts, and pints.  These students already have received prior teacher instruction in measuring gallons, quarts, and pints.  The purpose of this planned discovery activity is to provide a structured learning environment where her students can explore the relationships between gallons, quarts, and pints.  Planned Discovery Activities provide students who have learning problems opportunities to make connections between several math concepts and skills they have already mastered.  The primary characteristic that makes this discovery activity helpful to students who have learning problems is that the teacher provides a high level of student support when planning and implementing this activity.  It is important to remember that while students who do not have learning problems may naturally “discover” meaningful connections between math concepts and skills, students who have learning problems often do not “naturally” make such connections.  This does not mean that these students cannot make meaningful connections, it means they need teacher support in order to make them.  Due to the various learning characteristics of math disabilities that you have learned about in this program, instructional techniques such as cueing, specific feedback, and structure provide a “discovery” learning environment that makes “discovery” possible for students who have learning problems.

Each of the five clips you see will highlight an important component of this student practice strategy.  Before each clip, I will preface what you will see and cue you to some important teacher behaviors that make this student practice strategy beneficial for students who have learning problems.

