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Student Practice-Planned Discovery Activity (Concrete Level)

Summary
These video clips have demonstrated one teacher’s use of a planned discovery activity to provide her students practice in exploring connections between several math concepts they had previously learned.  The principal characteristic of this student practice instructional strategy is that it provides students who have learning problems the structure and cueing they often need in order to make meaningful connections between math concepts.  While students without learning problems may actively make such connections, this is not often the case for students who have learning problems.  Several important characteristics for effectively implementing a planned discovery activity were modeled by this teacher.  They include explicit directions, a structured discovery sheet that guided student’s exploration, well structured groups for cooperative work, close monitoring of student work, providing specific feedback and positive reinforcement, and a closure activity that modeled the math skill and reviewed student answers and student observations.

