Audio Elaboration Text

Student Practice-Structured Language Experiences-Patterns (Concrete Level)

Clip #1-Teacher Builds Meaningful Student Connections & Models Describing Patterns

In this clip, you will see the teacher supporting her students to build meaningful connections between what they already know about patterns to the math skill they will be practicing in this structured language experience activity.  She also models how to describe a pattern.   There are two segments in this clip.  A short black screen will appear between the segments. 

There are several things I’d like you to look for as you view this clip.

1. The teacher implements the “Identify” component of another instructional strategy modeled in this program,  Building Meaningful Student Connections, by stating what math skill students will be learning & practicing – making patterns and thinking about (saying) the pattern.  Clearly identifying the learning objective is an important cue for students who have learning problems.  Often times, their particular learning characteristics make it difficult for them to perceive or focus on a lesson’s learning objective.

2. The teacher provides several effective “listening” prompts.  She says, “Ready, eyes and ears.”  As she provides this verbal cue, she also uses a visual cue (raising her hands and pointing to her eyes).  She also reinforces appropriate individual student behavior.  For example, she says, “Zachary, thank you for  not touching….; Preston, I love the way you are listening.”  Providing these cues helps students who have learning and behavior problems to stay on task.

3. The teacher models the “clap/snap” pattern, a pattern her students have previous experience with, and relates it to the “A-B- A-B” pattern her students have also previously learned. By doing this, she implements a second component (the “Link” component) of the instructional strategy, Building Meaningful Student Connections.  The teacher “sets the stage” for the skill her students will be using in the structured language experience activity.  She “links” or connects students to specific student prior knowledge (a familiar “clap/snap” pattern & a familiar way to name the pattern – “A-B-A-B” ) that will help them perform the language skill that will be required for the structured language experience activity.  Students who have learning problems greatly benefit from such purposeful connection building by the teacher because of their passive learning characteristics which make this a difficult task for them to do independently.

4. The teacher prompts student thinking in a very deliberate way when she asks her students, “What would come next (in the “clap/snap” pattern)?  She does a very beneficial thing when she holds her hand in the place where the next picture would be.  Such purposeful cueing helps students who have learning problems to “think” in a purposeful way.

5. When the teacher models another snap/clap pattern and then models saying/describing the pattern, she states what she will do (show another clap/snap pattern and then describe it), and then what she will ask them to do (describe the pattern with her).  By “previewing” what she will do and what her expectations are for her students, she helps her students to prepare for learning.  This type of cueing helps students who have attention problems, memory problems, and processing deficits to clearly focus on the learning task.

