Audio Elaboration Text

Student Practice-Structured Language Experiences-Patterning (Concrete Level)

Clip #3-Students Practice/Teacher Monitors

In this clip, you will see various student pairs verbally describing the patterns they make while the teacher monitors, asking individual students to tell her the pattern.  There are five segments in this clip. In segment one, the teacher rings the bell, signalling students to begin.  Segments two through five show different student pairs describing their patterns to the teacher.  

There are several teacher behaviors I’d like you to look for as you view this clip that are beneficial for students who have learning problems.

1. The teacher actively circulates the room providing specific feedback and positive reinforcement.  As students begin, she also re-emphasizes to them that they should be ready to tell her their patterns as she reaches each pair.

2. The teacher again states the purpose of the activity-to make patterns and then say the pattern to their partners.  This is now the third time she has stated the purpose of the activity, once in each clip.  Students need this repetition during each phase of the instructional lesson because it helps continually cue them to the main purpose of what they are doing.  It also assists their memory of the lesson’s purpose.

3. As she goes to each group, she does several really effective things.  First, she asks them to say the pattern, but then she specifically asks each student to identify what material characteristic of the materials they are using changes.  Identifying the characteristic that defines the pattern in a key concept for understanding patterns.  She then restates the characteristic after students identify it (e.g. “Yes, that’s the word, color.”  “Thickness and thinness…are the defining characteristics”).  Recall that this was a skill she initially modeled at the beginning of the lesson.  Re-emphasizing those specific skills you model is an important link during practice for students who have learning problems.  Second, she asks them to extend the pattern and say how the ‘extension” follows the previous pattern.  This requires students to extend their thinking, but doing it with appropriate teacher support/cueing.  Third, the teacher involves the partner, asking them to describe the pattern as well.  This technique not only engages the partner in the learning task, but it also models to the pairs that both partners should be involved when one is taking the lead in making the pattern.

4. Especially note how the teacher provides varying levels of support and direction dependent on the needs of the individual students.  When one student has difficulty verbally expressing the color pattern he made with pattern blocks, she cues him by pointing to each pattern block and provides him word choices that accurately represent the pattern defining characteristic (e.g. “Does it change by color, by shape, by size…?”).  For students who have verbal expression problems, this technique is an effective one because it changes the nature of the task from a purely expressive one based on recall to one of recognition.  Remember that some students have difficulty initially expressing what they know due to memory retrieval problems, such as retrieval of vocabulary.  By providing the students with choices, the student can recognize the word they want to say, but cannot recall due to memory retrieval problems.

5. The teacher also uses ample amounts of positive reinforcement.  Notice how she provides specific as well as individualized feedback.  A good example of this occurs when she commends the work of two girls saying,  “I want you to surprise me again, these are wonderful patterns, you’ve really got your thinking caps on!”

6. The teacher relates prior knowledge/experiences as appropriate.  In the last segment, she relates the pattern blocks that are “standing up” to a concept the students have previously learned, “pattern walls.”  Again, taking the opportunity to relate naturally occurring situations like this to concepts students have previously learned, is a very effective way to assist students to make meaningful math concept connections.

