Structured Cooperative Learning Groups 

Clip #4   Group Work with Teacher Monitoring


In clip #4, you will see several examples of students problem solving in cooperative groups.  You will also see the teacher monitoring the groups, providing specific feedback, and providing direction as individual groups and students require.  


You will see nine short segments in this clip.  Eight of the nine segments show different types of specific feedback the teacher provides groups and various examples of other forms of teacher direction and support.


Teacher monitoring of group work is a critical effective teaching behavior for students with learning problems.  Such monitoring provides the cueing, specific corrective feedback, and positive reinforcement that make this learning activity a successful one for them.


Specific things to look for include:



1)   The teacher continually circulates the room and monitors student academic and social 



       behavior.

2) She provides specific corrective feedback by clarifying the recorder’s role in one 

Group, directs a student as he draws tallies, cues and prompts students with appropriate level questions, and provides ample amounts of positive reinforcement.

1) In the fifth segment, you’ll see the teacher prompting group members to think 

Critically, asking them if they agree with the recorder’s answer.

2) In the next to last segment, notice that two of the four students are not engaged in the 

Story problem development.  Be alert to this situation, especially when extension activities occur.  This is an example of how lower achieving students can beat at  a disadvantage in group work.  No teacher can monitor all students behaviors, but emphasizing teacher monitoring with cooperative groups will assist many students with learning problems.  Math disabilities such as, attention problems, passive learning, and learned help learner, can interfere with learning when using cooperative groups.  Teacher monitoring that includes cueing, specific corrective feedback and positive reinforcement, can help students overcome these barriers to learning.

