Audio Elaboration Text
Student Practice-Self-correcting Materials-(Abstract)-Addition

Clip#1-Teacher Models Math Skill to be Practiced


In this short clip, you will see the teacher model the target math skill students will be practicing when using self-correcting materials.  The students have received previous teacher instruction for adding basic facts and they have demonstrated initial ability to perform the skill independently.  Even though the students have received previous teacher instruction for this math skill, modeling the skill before the students practice is an effective way to help students focus on essential elements of the target skill.  When done immediately before they practice the math skill, students who have learning problems are more likely to remember or attend to those elements when they practice. There is only one segment in this clip.


Watch for several explicit teaching techniques that are helpful to students who have learning problems.

1. The teacher circles the “plus” sign, reminding students that identifying what operation to use is an important step in the addition process.

2. She prompts student thinking about what the “plus” sign means.  Having students verbalize their understanding of abstract math symbols helps them enhance their conceptual understanding and strengthens their memory.

3. The teacher “thinks aloud” as she models, allowing her students to hear what she is thinking as she performs the addition process.

4. She taps the board as she counts on, providing students an auditory, visual, and kinesthetic cue of  “counting on.” 

