Audio Elaboration Text

Teacher Instruction-Teaching Metacognitive Strategies-Order of Operations (Abstract Level)

Teacher Builds Meaningful Student Connections

Clip #1-Teacher ‘IDENTIFIES’ The Learning Objective

In this clip, the teacher builds meaningful student connections by explicitly identifying the learning objective.  You will see only one segment in this clip.  The primary characteristic that makes this technique helpful to students who have learning problems is that the teacher clearly identifies to her students what they will be learning today.  This is crucial for students who have learning problems because these students often do not naturally “get” what is the objective of a learning activity, due to the various learning characteristics they may have. 


There are several specific teacher behaviors that make this teaching technique effective for students who have learning problems.

1.) The teacher has previously taught, and in this lesson encourages students to use, a “thumbs-up” or “thumbs-down” to indicate whether they agree of disagree.  This technique provides her a quick way to determine whether her students understand or do not understand.  Providing easy to use non-verbal cues  like this provide the student who has expressive language problems a way to respond in an efficient, non-threatening manner.  Additionally, a cue such as this provides the teacher a quick and efficient way to check student understanding.

2.) The teacher states the purpose of rules in general and also of the “Rule of ORDER.”  As she does this, she points to the visual representation of “Rule of ORDER” written on the dry-erase board.  This technique helps students relate what they are hearing to a visual representation, facilitating a meaningful connection between the auditory and the visual information.  

3.) The teacher has the students restate what they are going to learn – the “Rule of ORDER.”  By saying this out loud, the chances of students remembering the learning objective are greater.

4.) The teacher explicitly states the four things they will learn about the “Rule of ORDER” – when it is used, why it is used, what it is used for, & how to use it.  She reinforces these concepts by writing them on the dry-erase board in advance and by pointing to the words as she says them.  By doing this, she again uses multi-sensory teaching effectively.

