Audio Elaboration Text

Teacher Instruction-Teaching Metacognitive Strategies-Order of Operations (Abstract Level)

Teacher Describes/Models Rule of ORDER/ORDER Strategy

Clip #7 – Teacher Reviews Using Rapid Fire Verbal Rehearsal

In this clip, the teacher provides a review of the ORDER Strategy. This clip has two segments. A short black screen will appear between segments.  In segment one, the teacher begins Rapid Fire Verbal Rehearsal at a slower pace and then begins to increase the pace of her questions.  The second segment shows the teacher finishing Rapid Fire Verbal Rehearsal.   Using Rapid Fire Verbal Rehearsal does three important things.  First, it provides students additional opportunities to respond, increasing the likelihood that they will initially acquire the strategy.  Second, it allows the teacher the opportunity to check for student understanding.  Third, this process facilitates the process of memorizing the strategy. 


There are several specific teacher behaviors to watch for that are helpful for students who have learning problems.

1.) The teacher states why it is important to memorize the steps.  Providing meaning for a skill helps students better understand why they are doing what they are doing.  Students who are passive learners often do not make these connections.

2.) The teacher uses a questioning technique called “wait time.”  She first says what step she wants students to repeat, waits a second or two, and then calls on a student.  This procedure allows students who process auditory information at a slower rate the opportunity to retrieve the information being asked for.  Too often, students who have auditory processing problems are not provided enough time to process a question when called on to answer that question.  It is important when implementing Rapid Fire Verbal Rehearsal to be sure students are responding accurately before increasing the pace of the questioning.  This is particularly true for students who have learning problems such as auditory processing deficits.

3.) At the end, the teacher restates the ORDER steps, giving students one last time to hear and read the strategy steps.  She also has students say the Rule of ORDER one last time.  As she does this, she points to the words as students say them.  For some students such repetition may not be needed, but for students who have learning problems, this repetition integrated with student responding is an important instructional technique.  The key to this technique is for the teacher to do it with enthusiasm!  When done in a dry, unenthusiastic way, such repetition could get monotonous and be ineffective.  HOW the teacher does this is the most important ingredient for learning to occur.  The teacher’s phrase at the end, “That’s music to my ears!” is an excellent example of her enthusiasm for the student’s performance.  It communicates to students that their learning is important to her!

