
TIM: Authentic Learning
This table contains the extended descriptors for Authentic Learning on the Technology Integration Matrix (TIM).

The Authentic attribute involves using technology to link learning activities to the world beyond the instructional setting. This characteristic focuses on 
the extent to which technology is used to place learning into a meaningful context, increase its relevance to the learner, and tap into students’ intrinsic 
motivation. Descriptors for typical student activity, teacher activity, and instructional settings for Authentic learning are provided below.

Students. Students use tech-
nology to complete assigned 
activities that are generally 
unrelated to the world beyond 
the instructional setting.

Teacher. The teacher assigns 
work based on a predeter-
mined curriculum unrelated to 
the students or issues beyond 
the instructional setting.

Setting. Resources available 
via technology in the instruc-
tional setting include primar-
ily textbook supplementary 
material and reference books 
or websites, such as encyclo-
pedias.

Authentic Learning at the 
ADAPTATION LEVEL

Authentic Learning at the 
ENTRY LEVEL

Authentic Learning at the 
ADOPTION LEVEL

Authentic Learning at the 
INFUSION LEVEL

Authentic Learning at the 
TRANSFORMATION LEVEL
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Students. Students begin 
to use technology tools on 
their own in activities that 
have meaning beyond the 
instructional setting.

Teacher. The teacher creates 
instruction that purposefully 
integrates technology tools 
and provides access to 
information on community 
and world issues. The 
teacher directs the choice of 
technology tools but students 
use the tools on their own, and 
may begin to explore other 
capabilities of the tools.

Setting. The setting includes 
access to information outside 
of school and primary source 
materials.

Students. Students have op-
portunities to apply technology 
tools to some content-specific 
activities that are related to the 
students or issues beyond the 
instructional setting.

Teacher. The teacher directs 
students in the conventional 
use of technology tools for 
learning activities that are 
sometimes related to the 
students or issues beyond the 
instructional setting.

Setting. The setting includes 
access to information about 
community and world events 
and primary source materials.

Students. Students select ap-
propriate technology tools to 
complete activities that have 
a meaningful context beyond 
the instructional setting. Stu-
dents regularly use technolo-
gy tools, and are comfortable 
in choosing and using the 
tools in the most meaningful 
way for each activity.

Teacher. The teacher encour-
ages students to use technol-
ogy tools to make connec-
tions to the world outside of 
the instructional setting and 
to their lives and interests. 
The teacher provides a learn-
ing context in which students 
regularly use technology 
tools and have the freedom to 
choose the tools that, for each 
student, best match the task.

Setting. The setting provides 
a variety of technology tools 
and access to rich online 
resources, including infor-
mation outside of the school 
and primary source materials, 
that are available in sufficient 
quantities to meet the needs 
of all students.

Students. Students explore 
and extend the use of tech-
nology tools to participate 
in projects and higher order 
learning activities that have 
meaning outside of school. 
Students regularly engage in 
these types of activities that 
may have been impossible to 
achieve without technology.

Teacher. The teacher en-
courages innovative use of 
technology tools in higher 
order learning activities that 
support connections to the 
lives of the students and the 
world beyond the instruction-
al setting.

Setting. The setting includes 
technology tools and on-
line resources that allow for 
student engagement with 
the local or global commu-
nities. A variety of technol-
ogy tools are available with 
robust access for all students 
simultaneously to informa-
tion outside of the school and 
primary source materials.


