
TIM: Collaborative Learning
This table contains the extended descriptors for Collaborative Learning on the Technology Integration Matrix (TIM).
The Collaborative characteristic describes the degree to which technology is used to facilitate, enable, or enhance students’ opportunities to work with peers and outside 
experts. The Collaborative characteristic considers the use of conventional collaborative technology tools as well as other kinds of technology tools that assist students 
working with others. Descriptors for typical student activity, teacher activity, and instructional settings for Collaborative learning are provided below.

Individual student use of 
technology tools 

Students. Students primarily 
work alone when using 
technology. Students may 
collaborate without using 
technology tools.

Teacher. The teacher directs 
students to work alone on tasks 
involving technology.

Setting. The setting is arranged 
for direct instruction and 
individual work.

Collaborative Learning at the 
ADAPTATION LEVEL

Collaborative Learning at the   
ENTRY LEVEL

Collaborative Learning at the 
ADOPTION LEVEL

Collaborative Learning at the 
INFUSION LEVEL

Collaborative Learning at the 
TRANSFORMATION LEVEL
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Collaborative use of tools; 
some student choice and 
exploration 

Students. Students 
independently use technology 
tools in conventional ways 
for collaboration. Students 
are developing a conceptual 
understanding of the use of 
technology tools for working 
with others.

Teacher. The teacher provides 
opportunities for students to 
use technology to work with 
others. The teacher selects and 
provides technology tools for 
students to use in collaborative 
ways, and encourages students 
to begin exploring the use of 
these tools.

Setting. The setting allows 
multiple students to 
access technology tools 
simultaneously.

Collaborative use of tools in 
conventional ways 

Students. Students have 
opportunities to use 
collaborative tools, such as 
email, in conventional ways. 
These opportunities for 
collaboration with others 
through technology or in using 
technology are limited, and 
are not a regular part of their 
learning.

Teacher. The teacher directs 
students in the conventional 
use of technology tools for 
working with others.

Setting. The setting allows for 
the possibility of group work, 
and at least some collaborative 
technology tools are available.

Choice of tools and regular use 
for collaboration 

Students. Technology use for 
collaboration by students is 
regular and normal in this 
setting. Students choose the 
best tools to use to accomplish 
their work.

Teacher. The teacher fosters 
a collaborative learning 
environment and supports 
students’ meaningful choices 
in their selection of technology 
tools for collaboration.

Setting. Technology tools that 
allow for collaboration are 
always available to meet the 
needs of all students.

Collaboration with peers, 
outside experts, and others in 
ways that may not be possible 
without technology 

Students. Students regularly use 
technology tools to collaborate 
with peers, experts, and others 
who may be in different loca-
tions and may represent differ-
ent experiences, cultures, and 
points of view.

Teacher. The teacher seeks part-
nerships outside of the setting to 
allow students to access experts 
and peers in other locations, 
and encourages students to 
extend the use of collaborative 
technology tools in higher-order 
learning activities that may not 
be possible without the use of 
technology tools.

Setting. Technology tools in this 
setting connect to text, voice, 
and video applications and 
network access has sufficient 
bandwidth to support the use 
of these technologies for all 
students simultaneously.


